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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEPR, GW, UR 

SUBJECT: BREZHNEV VISIT: PUBLIC OPINION POLL 

1 . ON THE EVE OF BREZHNEV'S ARRIVAL HERE, GERMANY'S 
LARGEST CIRCULATION MAGAZINE, DER STERN, CARRIED A 
PUBLIC OPINION POLL WHICH DEPICTS THE GERMANS AS 
SKEPTICAL THAT THE VISIT WILL BE A SUCCESS AND LESS 
FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD THE SOVIET LEADER THAN WAS 
THE CASE IN 1973 (WHEN BREZHNEV LAST VISITED THE FRG, 

AND WHEN SIMILAR QUESTIONS WERE ASKED OF GERMAN CITIZENS) 

THE POLL ALSO SHOWS THAT THE GERMAN PREFERENCE FOR 
COOPERATION WITH THE US OVER THE USSR HAS INCREASED 
SINCE 1973 THOUGH THE GERMANS ARE NOW MORE CONVINCED 
OF SOVIET SINCERITY ON DETENTE. A BRIEF DESCRIPTION 
OF THE RESULTS FOLLOWS (1973 FIGURES IN PARENTHESIS): 

2. OF THOSE POLLED, 43 PERCENT (28 PERCENT) THOUGHT 
THE VISIT "WOULD BRING NO RESULTS" AND ONLY 40 PERCENT 
(51 PERCENT) THOUGHT IT WOULD BE "GOOD AND USEFUL.” 

27 PERCENT (32 PERCENT) DESCRIBED BREZHNEV IN POSITIVE 
TERMS WHILE 49 PERCENT (26 PERCENT) THOUGHT OF HIM AS 
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"UNSYMPATHETIC." 

3. ONLY 3 PERCENT (3 PERCENT) WANTED TO COOPERATE 
CLOSER WITH THE SOVIET UNION THAN WITH THE US, WHILE 
50 PERCENT (36 PERCENT) CALLED FOR CLOSER COOPERATION 
WITH WASHINGTON THAN WITH MOSCOW. 36 PERCENT (54 
PERCENT) OF THOSE POLLED WANTED TO WORK EQUALLY CLOSE 
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WITH BOTH COUNTRIES. ON THE OTHER HAND, 53 PERCENT 
(62 PERCENT) THOUGHT THE SOVIETS TOOK ADVANTAGE OF 
GERMANY'S DESIRE FOR DETENTE WHILE 22 PERCENT 
(19 PERCENT) THOUGHT THE SOVIETS WERE SERIOUSLY 
INTERESTED IN DETENTE. 

STOESSEL 
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